Meeting Date:

May 18, 2022
STAFF REPORT

TO:
FROM:
RE:

PLANNING BOARD
Lea Hitchen, Planning Director
Combined Pre-Application and Preliminary Plan review; 2-lot
subdivision at 5341 Post Road

Applicant/Owner:

KREG Management

Requested Action: Combined Pre-application conference and Preliminary Plan
review of a two-lot subdivision. 2 lot subdivisions are classified as Minor Subdivisions
which don’t ordinarily require a Master Plan review. As adequate lot size and frontage
exist for both lots, no advertised public hearing on the project is required and it is
essentially by-right. The applicants have thus requested that their conceptual preapplication be combined with the required Preliminary Plan review to expedite the
process. While procedurally unusual, there is no impediment to this from a process
perspective and neither the Planning staff nor other Town professional staff objected to
the request.
Location:

5341 Post Road; Map 64, Assessor’s Plat 6, Lot 19

Figure 1 Subject property being 5341 Post Road, highlighted in red

Planning Board Staff Report
Fahey Plat Pre-Application
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Proposal: The project consists of a two-lot subdivision on an existing road, being Post
Road, that includes renovations to the existing house, together with the subdivision of a
portion of the lot for the construction of a new single-family home. The new structure
will be serviced by the Kent County Water Authority for water and sewer service will
be provided by an onsite wastewater treatment system (OWTS).
Parcel Size and Frontage Prior to Subdivision: The property is 26,665.91 square feet
(0.62 acres) and an existing house is accessed via 200.42 feet of frontage on Post Road.
Existing Land Use: The subject property is single family residential.
Surrounding Land Use: Surrounding properties on the west side of Post Road are
largely single family residential with homes set on conventional lots. Immediately
across the street is Trafalgar East Apartments, an apartment community located on 14
acres in Warwick.
Existing/Surrounding Zoning: Properties on the west side of Post Road and the
Lillibridge neighborhood to the west are zoned R-10, Residential. Properties to the east
(most being located in Warwick) are a combination of Open Space, General Business,
and Planned Development. These parcels include multi-family residential (apartments
and condominiums) as well as Meritage Restaurant located in Warwick.
Comprehensive Plan Consistency: The area is shown for moderate density residential
development, defined as single family homes on 10,000 to 40,000 square foot lots.
Applicable Regulations: Regarding the minor land development itself, Section 9 of
the Subdivision Regulations deals with pre-applications and concept plans. Section 7
of the Regulations provides the minor subdivision definition. Sections 12 and 13
address specific provisions for minor projects and the preliminary plan phase in
particular. Appendix B of the regulations sets forth the lot design standards:
A. Minimum Standards: All proposed lots shall meet or exceed the minimum
standards for the base zone in which it is located. The underlying zone is
Residential 10,000 s.f. minimum. Record Lot 1 will be 13,657.83 s.f. while
Record Lot 2 will be 13,008.08 in area.
B. Shape/Configuration: Lots shall be generally rectangular in their configuration.
Irregular or odd shaped lots shall not be permitted. Record Lot 1 and 2 as
proposed are very common interior rectangular shaped lots.
C. Street Frontage: Each proposed lot shall have frontage on a public street that
meets or exceeds the minimum requirements of the base zone. Such frontage
shall be usable for access to the lot. The minimum frontage in an R-10 zoning
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district is 100 feet. Both Record Lots 1 and 2 each have 100.21 feet of frontage
on Post Road.
D. Lot Side Lines: Whenever possible lot side lines should be at substantially right
angles or radial to street frontages/street lines. The proposed lots meet this
particular standard.
Required Relief/Waivers: No relief is requested or required. The proposal meets the
lot size, frontage and Minimum Buildable Area requirements. The existing house
recently was renovated, particularly regarding the removal of the south side’s sunroom.
The sunroom had material deterioration issues coupled with it not meeting side setback
requirements for the subdivision therefore it was removed in its entirety.
Discussion/Recommendations: The Town’s Technical Review Committee, along with
project representatives Alan Gammons and Sam Hemmingway of Garofalo &
Associates, reviewed the application on April 19, 2022. All TRC members found the
proposed subdivision to follow town regulations as well as to comply to the policies of
the RI Stormwater Design and Installation Standards Manual. There were no comments
made that required revisions or alterations to the proposed plan. Per Section 12(A) of
the Sub. Regs. Minor land review generally consists of two principal stages, preliminary
and final. If a street creation or extension is involved, a public hearing is required (this
is NOT the case for this particular application). The Permitting Authority, as its
discretion, may combine the approval stages, providing all requirements for both stages
have been met by the Applicant to the satisfaction of the administrative officer. Due to
the simplicity of this application Staff would support the combination of approval stages
and supports advancing the petition as town professional staff has no outstanding
technical or procedural concerns.
Staff finds the proposed project is consistent with the requirements of the East
Greenwich Comprehensive Community Plan; the proposed new lots conform to the
minimum standards and applicable provisions of the East Greenwich Zoning Ordinance;
the new lots proposed for development meets the minimum buildable area standard;
there will be no significant adverse environmental impacts from the proposed
development as shown on the submitted plan; the subdivision will not result in the
creation of lots that due to environmental or physical limitations to development that
construction or use would be impracticable; the proposed new lots have adequate and
permanent physical access to a public street; and the submitted stormwater management
report conclude there will not be an increase in flooding or cause excessive soil erosion
or sedimentation to occur.
A draft motion for approval will be available at the meeting.
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Meeting Date:
Report Date:

5/18/22
3/31/22 Updated 5/13/22
STAFF REPORT

TO:
PLANNING BOARD
FROM:
Lea Hitchen, Planning Director
RE:
Preliminary Plan review with required Public Hearing meeting - 5 lot minor
residential subdivision at the end of Forest Lane, being Map 19 Assessors Plat 19, Lots 1 and 2.
Two house lots currently exist at 35 and 55 Forest Lane and the property will be re-configured
as five lots. Property is zoned F-2, Farm and is approximately 17.6 acres in size.
Applicant/Owner: Gdubon Properties, LLC (Christopher Reynolds, Member)
Requested Action: Preliminary Plan approval with Final Plan being approved Administratively.
Ordinarily, subdivisions of five or fewer lots are classified as Minor Subdivisions but in this case
the project required a waiver from the Subdivision Regulations regarding cul de sac length
requirement (the cul de sac length is proposed to be roughly 1,561 linear feet where a maximum
of 1000 feet is allowed by right). Due to the waiver required, which was granted at the Master
Plan approval on February 4, 2021, the project was pushed into the “Major Subdivision”
category.
Location: 35 and 55 Forest Lane being Map 19, Assessors Plat 19, Lots 1 and 2.
Parcel Size and Frontage: Total combined area of the two lots is roughly 17.6 acres and they
are essentially land-locked. A dirt driveway extends from the Forest Lane cul de sac. A 50’
wide “paper street” exists as an extension of Forest Lane but it is not an improved roadway.
Existing Land Use: A single family home (55 Forest Lane) sits on Lot 1. A single-family
home also previously existed on Lot 2 but it was destroyed by fire in 2017. The foundation
remains and may be reused.
Surrounding Land Use: The parcels are abutted by single family residential neighborhoods
with homes set on large lots, generally exceeding two acres in size.
Existing/Surrounding Zoning: The subject property and all adjacent parcels in East Greenwich
are zoned F-2, Farm with a two-acre lot size minimum.
Comprehensive Plan Consistency: The subject area is shown in the Future Land Use Map for
very low-density residential development, i.e. single-family residences on lots comprising two or
more acres.
History: In 1989, roughly 5,000 cubic yards of fill were dumped in the wetland at the end of
Canterbury Lane. The RI DEM issued a violation there in 1990 which was never fully abated or
lifted under prior ownership. No further extension of Canterbury is proposed and no wetland
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crossing permission will be sought. Instead, the applicant will access new lots via an extension
of Forest Lane. Forest Lane itself ends as an improved right of way well ahead of the existing
two homes with addresses of 35 and 55 Forest Lane. A long dirt driveway extends into the
property to serve these homes which are landlocked by definition and in a real and practical way.
In 2017, the home at 35 Forest Lane burned down. The fire highlighted a need for real roadway
access and the need to avoid inaccessible or land-locked parcels. Staff does not always support
cul de sac extensions beyond the cap found in the Regulations, but in this case, development of
new lots along a newly improved public right of way seems to have a clear public safety benefit.
While thru-street connectivity to the Canterbury Lane neighborhood would be even better, it is
not the preferred option here due to potential negative impacts on the wooded swamp and
wetland.
The applicant sought a wetland edge verification from the RI Department of Environmental
Management after the EG Planning Board’s pre-application review of this project in 2018. The
verification was denied until such time as the outstanding violations were fully abated. In
addition to the wetland violation already mentioned, there was also an outstanding solid waste
violation as well. The wetland area apparently was used as a dumping ground for construction
debris including concrete, rebar, light post stanchions, etc. The current applicant has finally
completed all required work, had the recorded NOV’s (Notice of Violation) lifted, and has taken
title to the property. The wetland edge has now been delineated and verified and the applicant is
ready and able to proceed with project approval.
A couple of Board members may remember when this Pre-application was filed in 2018. Board
concerns at the time centered around the DEM issues discussed but also related to stormwater
and drainage impacts as the applicants were planning to install significant new paved roadway
and surface runoff has implications for water quality (and volume) in sensitive wetland habitat
areas if left untreated. There were also concerns about potential future development given the
total land area involved. The site is constrained by wetlands so extension toward Canterbury
Lane is unlikely. To guarantee the wetland stays protected, the Board might consider imposing a
conservation easement over the wet areas outside the building envelopes of Lots 1 and 2 and
might also consider precluding any future extensions of Forest Lane as part of the cul de sac
length waiver (Refer to Condition #3 of the Master Plan decision).

Applicable Regulations: Regarding the land development itself, Section 8 of the Subdivision
Regulations, “General Provisions” applicable to all developments would obviously apply.
According to Section 7 (Definitions) of the Regulations, subdivisions of 5 or fewer lots are
considered Minor but when relief or waivers are required, the plan must proceed as a Major
project (sub-section 30). In this case, the project required a waiver from the Forest Lane cul de
sac length requirement, and therefore proceeds as a major project (cul de sac length is proposed
to be roughly 1,561 linear feet where a maximum of 1,000 feet is allowed by right). Section 15
regarding the review stages for major projects and Sections 18, 19 and 20 which are specific to
the Preliminary Plan apply. Section 23, Physical Design Requirements, which addresses
vehicular circulation, landscaping and vegetative buffer requirements as well as site lighting.
Section 24 pertaining to the provision of public improvements also applies.
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Required Relief/Waivers: Section 24 of the Subdivision Regulations, the Public Improvement
Design Standards, establishes the 1,000 foot maximum cul de sac length. Subsection B (7)
notes, “This standard may be waived by the Permitting Authority to promote access to land
locked parcels.” It also states, “all cul-de-sac streets shall end in a permanent turnaround
constructed to the standards listed in Appendix C. The "bulb" shall not provide frontage for more
than three lots.” This waiver was approved during the Master Plan review and is noted as
Condition #2 in the decision recorded February 9, 2021.
Discussion/Recommendations: At the March 15, 2022 Technical Review Committee meeting
about this project, DPW Staff concerns were expressed about the retention ponds, watershed plan
and additional information required for the catch basin analysis. After the TRC meeting the
Applicant and Town Engineer met to further iron out the outstanding issues. While the
Applicant has took into consideration Staff’s recommendations the Town has not yet had the
opportunity to properly vet updated stormwater reports and site plans (as these documents have
not been submitted by the Applicant’s engineer).
The Planning Department supports the project but cannot advocate for any recommendation of
approval at this timeframe until the Town Engineer has properly examined the outstanding
drainage concerns and is satisfied with the improvements made. The Applicant has provided
revised plans to address the Town Engineer’s comments. At the time of this report, the review by
the Town Engineer is still ongoing.
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Town Of East Greenwich
Public Works

Memorandum
To:
From:
Cc:
Date:
Subject:

Bruce Lofgren, Assistant Town Planner
Mark Conboy, P.E., Assistant Town Engineer
May 13, 2022
Forest Lane Subdivision

We have reviewed the combined Preliminary Plan & Final Plan submission for the above
referenced project prepared by Crossman Engineering dated May 2021, last revised on May 10,
2022. As such, we have the following review comments:
1. The embankment elevation for Detention Basin (BMP 6) was designed to be 1' higher
than the embankment elevation shown on the Grading Plan. The proposed embankment
elevations must match and at least 1' of freeboard shall be maintained.
2. Detention Basin (BMP 8) has only 0.29' of freeboard. Recommend raising the
embankment elevation to 379.7 in order to provide 1' of freeboard.
3. Individual site plan pages must be stamped and signed by a licensed engineer.
4. The BMP Location Map is missing from the revised Long-Term Maintenance and
Operation Manual and must be included.
5. Item #9 of the Draft Stormwater Facility Maintenance Agreement must be updated to
read "East Greenwich" instead of "Coventry".
6. A preconstruction meeting shall be required and DPW shall be notified and participate.
7. An EG Soil Erosion (Phase II Stormwater) permit must be obtained from the
EGDPW/Building Dept. prior to any site disturbance or lot development.
8. The “Stormwater Management System- Long Term Maintenance and Operation Manual”
and “Stormwater Facility Maintenance Agreement” must both be recorded in the Town's
land evidence records prior to the issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy.
9. Upon completion of the installation of the stormwater management system, written
certification from a registered professional engineer that the systems have been installed
in accordance with the approved site plans must be submitted to the EG DPW and
Building Department. An “As-built” plan of the stormwater management system must be
submitted to the EG DPW.

Page 1 of 1

Article XX Solar Energy Systems and Facilities
[Added 11-6-2017 by Ord. #873] DRAFT REVISIONS OCTOBER 28, 2021
§ 260-119Purpose and intent.
§ 260-120Definitions.
§ 260-121Applicability.
§ 260-122General requirements.
§ 260-123Development Standards

§ 260-119Purpose and intent.
The purpose of this article is to establish protocols for the construction and
operation of solar energy systems in the Town of East Greenwich, subject to
reasonable conditions that will protect the public health, safety, and welfare.

§ 260-120Definitions.
As used in this article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:
BUILDING-INTEGRATED SYSTEM
A solar energy system that is constructed as an integral part of a principal
or accessory building or structure and where the building integrated
system features maintain a uniform profile or surface of vertical walls,
window openings and roofing. Such a system is used in lieu of a separate
mechanical device replacing or substituting for an architectural or
structural component of the building or structure that appends or
interrupts the uniform surfaces of walls, window openings and roofing. A
building-integrated system may occur within vertical facades replacing
view glass, spandrel glass or other facade material into semitransparent
skylight systems, into roofing systems replacing traditional roofing
materials or other building or structure envelope systems.
BUILDING-MOUNTED SYSTEM
A solar energy system that has its electricity-generating solar panels
attached to any part or type of roof on a building or structure that has an
occupancy permit on file with the municipality and that is either the
principal structure or an accessory structure on a recorded parcel. This
system also includes any solar-based architectural elements and
building-integrated systems.
COVERED PARKING SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM

An active solar energy system that is structurally mounted to the ground
yet additionally maintains the permanent function of vehicle parking
underneath; may be either a minor or major system.
GROUND-MOUNTED SYSTEM
A solar energy system that has its electricity-generating solar panels
mounted on a structure, pole or series of poles constructed specifically to
support the system and not attached to any other structure.
MAJOR SOLAR SYSTEM INSTALLATION
A solar energy system installation designed primarily to sell electricity to
a utility supplier or a solar installation with an output exceeding 25kW.
Where any installed system exceeds 5,000 square feet or 20% of the net
buildable area (i.e., the total area of the applicable lot, minus setbacks,
vegetated buffers, and wetlands) it shall be classified as a major system
installation.
MINOR SOLAR SYSTEM INSTALLATION
A solar energy system installation designed to primarily service the
property on which the solar installation is located with an output of 25kW
or less.
SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM
All equipment, machinery and structural features designed and intended
for converting solar energy (sunlight) into electricity; includes all facilities
involved in the collection, storage, and distribution of solar energy.

§ 260-121 Applicability.
A. This article applies to building- and ground-mounted solar PV systems
installed and constructed after the effective date of this article.
B. PV systems constructed prior to the effective date of this article are not
required to meet the requirements of this article.
C. Any upgrade, modification or structural change that materially alters the
size or placement of an existing PV system shall comply with the provisions of
this article.

§ 260-122 General requirements.
A. Location.
(1) Ground-mounted system installations are prohibited in the Downtown
East Greenwich Historic District Overlay Zone but may be permitted on

properties located in the Tillinghast Road Historic District Overlay Zone and
on properties covered by historic zoning as outlying properties (see
Article XI of the Zoning Code).
(2) Building-mounted or building-integrated systems may be allowed at the
discretion of the Historic District Commission in all Historic District Overlay
Zones and with a special use permit as required depending on the class of
project. Minor building-mounted or building-integrated systems shall be
allowed by right in all other zones.
B. Exemptions. Net-metering minor solar system installations for residential
or commercial uses shall be allowed in all zoning districts as a matter of right.
Nothing herein shall preclude the Town of East Greenwich from installing
ground-mounted or other solar photovoltaic facilities on any Town-owned or controlled property regardless of zoning district.
C. Compliance with laws, ordinances and regulations. The construction and
operation of all solar system installations shall be consistent with all applicable
local, state and federal laws, ordinances, regulations and requirements,
including, but not limited to, all applicable safety, construction, electrical and
communications requirements. All buildings and fixtures forming part of a
solar energy installation shall be constructed and maintained in accordance
with the Rhode Island Building Code and Electrical Code.
D. Building permit and building inspection. No solar energy system
installation shall be constructed, installed or modified without first obtaining a
building permit and shall be subject to periodic inspections as deemed
necessary by the building official.
E. Fees and surety. All applicable fees, including but not limited to, a building
permit fee, planning and zoning board review fees, as provided for herein or in
the Code of Ordinances for the Town of East Greenwich, shall be paid prior to
the issuance of any building permits.
F. Plans and surveys. All plans related to design, construction, installation or
modification of a solar energy system installation shall be prepared, signed
and stamped by either a professional engineer, surveyor (for property line
information), or landscape architect (for landscape information) licensed to
practice in the State of Rhode Island.

§ 260-123Development Standards
The following standards shall apply to all applications:
A. Minor solar energy system installation. A minor system installation is
permitted in all zones, provided such solar installation:
(1) Shall meet all applicable zone requirements, including but not limited to
lighting, setbacks, signage, and height. Should such proposal require zoning
relief, it shall be elevated to a major installation for procedural purposes; and
(2) Shall require a building permit after submission and approval of layout
and design. Any memorandum of lease, easement, or utility agreements must
also be submitted for review, and shall be recorded in land evidence in the
Town of East Greenwich upon approval; and
(3) Shall be in compliance with Rhode Island State Building Code and the
Rhode Island State Electrical Code; and
(4) Where applicable, shall have gained approval by the Historic District
Commission.
B. Major ground-mounted solar energy system installation. Major groundmounted, roof-mounted, and building-integrated system installations shall be
allowed in the F1 and F2 Zones, the CH and M/LI-O Zones and the PD and
MUPD Zones subject to the below and shall not be permitted in other zones.
In the CD (Commercial Downtown) Zone, ground-mounted major installations
shall not be allowed, but roof-mounted and building-integrated installations
shall be permitted subject to approval by the Historic District Commission and
issuance of a Special Use Permit by the Zoning Board of Review.
(1) Where allowed, major ground-mounted PV installations shall require, in
all zones except farm zones as described below, minor land development
approval from the Planning Board and a special use permit from the Zoning
Board of Review, pursuant to RIGL § 45-23-61. On farm-zoned property in
agricultural or farming use and having total land area exceeding two acres,
the Planning Board's review is not required. Farm-zoned property not meeting
these criteria shall be subject to the regular Planning Board review process.
Where allowed, major roof-mounted or building-integrated installations require
a favorable recommendation from the Technical Review Committee and
Planning Board, but do not require a formal Land Development approval at
any stage from the Planning Board.

(2) When a major ground-mounted installation has an output of greater than
250kw or if it exceeds 40% of the net buildable area of the lot on which it is
located, then such major solar installation shall require major land
development approval from the Planning Board and a special use permit from
the Zoning Board of Review in all zones where permitted, pursuant to RIGL
§ 45-23-61.
(3) All major ground-mounted system installations shall require a building
permit prior to construction and adhere to the following, unless specifically
waived by the Zoning Board of Review and/or Planning Board:
(a) Design standards. Major ground-mounted system installation applications
shall include the proposed site layout and any landscape changes, a diagram
of electrical components, a description of the major system components to be
used, an operation and maintenance plan, a decommission plan, proof of
liability insurance, the contact information for the project contractors, and
utility approval where applicable (following completion of the utility company's
review and approval of an impact study). Additional documents may be
required by the Planning Board or by the Zoning Board of Review. In addition
to waivers from these zoning requirements, the Planning Board may waive
requirements of the land development review process upon written request of
the applicant at preapplication.
(b) Land evidence. Any memorandum of lease, easement, or
utility/distribution agreements shall be submitted with the major groundmounted installation application and shall be recorded in land evidence in the
Town of East Greenwich after Planning Board and Zoning Board of Review
approvals.
(c) Setbacks and height. Any solar installation, including covered parking
solar installations, must meet all height, lot coverage, and minimum front,
side, and rear yard requirements in the applicable zone, and must additionally
maintain a twenty-foot vegetated buffer from all adjacent properties and
roadways.
(d) Code requirements. All installations shall be in compliance with the
Rhode Island State Building Code and the Rhode Island State Electrical
Code, and shall be subject to periodic inspections by the East Greenwich
Building Official. All relevant installation components must have a UL listing or
equivalent.
(e) Electrical. All electrical connection and distribution lines within the
installation shall be underground or located entirely within a structure.

Electrical equipment between the installation and the utility connection may be
aboveground if required by the utility.
(f) Security. A fence shall surround the perimeter of any ground-mounted
installation unless adequate property perimeter fencing already exists to the
satisfaction of the Zoning Board of Review. Said fencing shall be no less than
seven feet in height nor greater than 10 feet in height.
(g) Emergency access. Reasonable accessibility for emergency service
vehicles shall be required.
(h) Signage. No signs are allowed on the security perimeter fencing except
for a sign displaying the installation name, address and emergency contact
information, and trespassing/warning/ danger signs to ensure the safety of
individuals who may come in contact with the installation. No sign shall
exceed four square feet in area.
(i) Lighting. Lighting of solar energy facilities and appurtenant structures shall
be limited to that required for safety and operational purposes and shall be
reasonably shielded from abutting properties. Such lighting shall be directed
downward and incorporate cutoff fixtures to reduce light pollution.
(j) Abandonment or decommissioning. It is the responsibility of the parcel
owner to remove all obsolete or unused systems within six months of
cessation of operations. Reusable components are to be recycled whenever
feasible. Physical removal of ground-mounted solar energy systems,
structures and equipment shall include stabilization or revegetation of the site
as necessary to minimize erosion.
(k) Operations and maintenance. When an applicant makes submission to
the Planning Board, he or she shall include an operations and maintenance
plan for the solar energy system. It shall include provisions for emergency
shutdown and shall provide for maintaining contact information for a
responsible party for the public and agents of the Town to contact with
inquiries or concerns throughout the useful life of the system. Such plan shall
also provide detailed information regarding any chemicals, solvents or other
compounds used to clean or otherwise maintain the solar panels and provide
information on their storage, disposal and handling.
(l) Financial security. The Planning Board may require a financial security
instrument covering the entire solar energy system from commencement of
operations through decommissioning. Such instrument may be cash held in
escrow or a surety bond or other form acceptable to the Town. The security
must be sufficient to cover the complete cost of removal and disposal of the
system. The applicant shall submit a fully inclusive estimate of the costs

associated with removal, at the end of the useful life of the facility, prepared
by a qualified engineer licensed in the State of Rhode Island.
(4)C. Major building-mounted & building integrated solar energy system
installations. Major building mounted or building integrated system
installations shall be allowed by right in all zones, provided that the system is
otherwise compliant with all generally applicable requirements of the building
code and zoning ordinance and provided, further, that Historic District
Commission review and approval is required for all such systems to be
located within the Historic District. All major building-mounted/buildingintegrated system installations shall require a building permit prior to
construction and adhere to items (b) through (e) and (i) through (l) above,
unless directed otherwise by the Zoning Board of Review.
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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND
Department of Administration
DIVISION OF STATEWIDE PLANNING
235 Promenade St., Suite 230
Providence, RI 02908

Office: (401) 222-7901
Fax: (401) 222-2083
09 May 2022

Andrew Nota
Town Manager
P.O. Box 111
East Greenwich, RI 02818
Subject: Warwick Comprehensive Plan Amendment
Referral Number: WAR-A1-21
Dear Mr. Nota:
Pursuant to RIGL 45-22.2-9, the Rhode Island Comprehensive Planning and Land Use Regulation Act,
we are inviting comments from municipalities contiguous to the City of Warwick on their
recently adopted Comprehensive Plan amendment regarding regulations for the installation and
siting of solar energy systems. A copy of the textual changes to the Comprehensive Plan is
attached.
Please forward comments to us no later than 06 June 2022. If we do not hear from you by this
deadline, we may not be able to consider your comments in our findings and recommendation.
If you have questions regarding the review process, or if you are unable to comply with the
review deadline, please contact me, Benny Bergantino, Principal Planner at (401) 222-1755 or
benny.bergantino@doa.ri.gov. If you have questions regarding the Plan itself, please contact the
municipality directly.
Send any comments to me at the email above.
Yours truly,

Benny Bergantino
Principal Planner

City of Warwick
Proposed comprehensive plan amendments
Encouraging solar in the built environment.

• Preserve existing forests,
farmland, and open space
from solar development by
restricting solar
development to developed
commercial and industrial
areas.

…such as micro-scale solar or
wind power…

Developing local solar siting
policy that focuses on existing
developed commercial &
industrial areas with large
parking lots and rooftops.

Federal & State tax incentives
generate development
pressure that favors solar
arrays in undeveloped areas,
thereby compromising
forests, open space, and field
areas.

Upon observing three solar
facilities which have been
installed via the zoning
amendment process (RIGL 4524-51), and through the
course of developing solar
policy, there is a clear public
consensus to focus solar
arrays within existing
developed commercial &
industrial areas –perhaps
through accessory use solar
canopies and rooftop solar.
Preserving existing,
undeveloped forest tracts,
whether by open space
preservation, or in concert
with residential zoning
districts parameters, is
preferred.

Consider allowing solar
canopies as an accessory use
in commercial and industrial
zones by building permit
without extensive Planning or
Zoning Board Review.

Encourage private
sector to augment
fossil fuels with solar
power on sites that
are already
developed.

Provide regulations that
encourage solar canopies
and rooftop solar in
existing commercial areas.

